
Points to Ponder
• Forest conversion to agriculture or urban use consistently causes increased 

discharge, peak flow, and velocity in streams. 

• Sediment and other substances often become more concentrated after forest 
conversion. If the conversion is to an urban use, the resulting additional 
increases in discharge and concentrations will produce even higher loads. 

• Converting forest land to urban uses may decrease the supply of water available 
for human consumption and increase potential threats to human health. 

• Increases in urbanization by 2060 in the Appalachians, Piedmont, and Coastal 
Plain will increase imperviousness and further reduce hydrologic stability and 
water quality indices in the headwaters of several major river basins along the 
Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of Mexico. 

• Water stress will likely increase significantly by 2050 under climate change 
scenarios, largely because higher temperatures will result in more water loss by 
evapotranspiration and because of decreased precipitation in some areas. 
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Review and Announcements

SC Forests and Water Advisory Committee Website 

New Programs, Funding Opportunities, Research, other Initiatives



Review and Announcements

Mission Statement

“Provide SC with a consolidated leadership team that promotes the connection between healthy forests 
and safe and reliable drinking water through education, collaboration, and funding initiatives.” 

Vision Statement

“South Carolina forested watersheds and drinking water resources that are healthy, safe, and reliable 
with collaborating stakeholders and funding opportunities promoting long-term stewardship.”

Feedback Themes

1. Value of land use to water quality and quantity 

2. Targeted education and outreach

3. Increase opportunities for forest and water sector partnerships

4. Funding options for stakeholders



Fact Sheet

Infographic

Billboard





Goals brainstorm and 
discussion

Meeting #2

July 2020

Finalize Strategies to 
meet goals

Meeting #3

August 2020

Discuss and develop 
content for strategies and 
begin implementation.

Meeting #4

September 2020

Implement strategies 

September – December 
2020

Measure goals success

January 2021

Goals Discussion and Brainstorm



Goals Discussion 
and Brainstorm

1. Enhance existing forestry 
BMPs

South Carolina Forestry Commission Best Management Practices

- Research on BMP effectiveness

- Locations in state where BMP 
implementation could be better

- Is BMP compliance high enough

How to measure success?



Goals Discussion and 
Brainstorm

2. X% of forested landowners with Y acres or more in 
critical watersheds participate in a Forest 
Management Plan

- Data/information needs

- New methods to incentive completing FMPs for 
forested landowners  

- Other groups working on incentive-based 
initiatives 

How to measure success? 
USDA Forest Service, A Report From the Forests on the Edge and Forests to Faucets Projects



Goals Discussion and Brainstorm

3. A) Form a collaboration of state water utilities and 
corporations to work with state legislature to ensure 
easements can be secured in critical watersheds

B) Work to secure a minimum funding level for the       
state Conservation Bank 

How to measure success? 



Goals Discussion and 
Brainstorm

4. Work with legislature to ensure no net loss 
of X% forest cover in South Carolina 
watersheds

- ~66% forested cover in South Carolina 

- Other organizations working on this 
goal???

- Partnership opportunities with utilities, 
corporations, other…

How to measure success?
South Carolina’s Statewide Forest Resource Assessment and Strategy 



Goals Discussion and Brainstorm

5. Facilitate at least one initiative identified in the 
SC Forestry Commission Forest Action Plan

- Design specific trainings for forestry community
- Future discussion needed?



Goals Discussion and Brainstorm

Other goal suggestions by the 
group



Goals Review
Enhance existing forestry BMPs 

X% of forested landowners with Y acres or more in critical watersheds participate 
in a Forest Management Plan

A) Form a collaboration of state water utilities and corporations to work with state 
legislature to ensure easements are secured in critical watersheds

B) Work to secure a minimum funding level for the state Conservation Bank     

Work with legislature to ensure no net loss of X% forest cover in South Carolina 
watersheds

Facilitate at least one initiative identified in the SC Forestry Commission Forest 
Action Plan

Other goal ideas



Next Steps



Thank You

James Kilgo

Watershed Protection Specialist

South Carolina Rural Water Association

james@scrwa.org

864-979-3101

mailto:james@scrwa.org

